
Welcome Dan Smith, Air Quality Project Manager for DEQ. 

Dan Smith was born in Wisconsin, raised in small towns and went to college at the University of 

Wisconsin - River Falls studying Scientific Land Management.  In 1983 he had the good sense to head 

west to the University of Montana studying Recreation Resource Management.  He continued at the UM 

for Grad School in Recreation Resources / Sociology.  For his thesis project he studied Elk Hunter 

Behavior for Idaho Fish and Game out of the Enaville Check Station.  From there he moved into a career 

with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks first as a River Ranger, then Park Operations Specialist then Park 

Manager in Great Falls, Montana.  In Great Falls Dan was instrumental in the building and operations of 

the National Lewis and Clark Historic Trail Interpretive Center, the Award Winning River’s Edge Trail and 

had his first experience with environmental work when it was discovered that half his park was 

contaminated with lead from a silver smelter of 100 years ago.   

From Montana Dan moved to Land of the Yankee Fork State Park near Challis, Idaho to be the Park 

Manager.  Dan was involved in many community building efforts, was on the Chamber of Commerce 

Board, and developed yet another silver smelter site at Bayhorse Ghost Town  into a state park using an 

innovative partnership between EPA, USDA Forest Service, USDI Bureau of Land Management, Idaho 

DEQ, Idaho Dept of Parks and Recreation, Custer County, and the City of Challis.  This project won the 

prestigious Partner’s In Conservation Award given out by the USDI in 2009.  Dan is known as a 

passionate advocate for western and mining history, economic development, and partnering to achieve 

goals. 

Now with the DEQ, Dan is using his 20 years + experience in building partnerships, collaborative 

planning and land use management to coordinate an air quality improvement project in the West Silver 

Valley area. 

A western portion of the Silver Valley area does not meet the state and federal air quality standards for 

fine particulate matter. Exposure to high particulate concentrations is associated with significant health 

problems including; aggravated asthma, chronic bronchitis, non-fatal heart attacks, and premature 

death.  Populations shown to be most at risk to high pollution levels include children, older adults, those 

with heart and lung disease, and those of lower socioeconomic areas.  The high particulate matter 

pollution in the western Silver Valley area is primarily caused by the burning of wood in woodstoves in 

the winter and slash and backyard burning in the fall and early spring periods.  To improve conditions in 

the area Dan will be working to replace older inefficient woodburning stoves, fund community 

development of alternatives to open burning of yard debris, coordinate home energy improvements, 

develop community based outreach and education, and various other projects.  Dan’s efforts and other 

locally supported actions will improve the health of residents in the community. 

 

Dan will be based in the Kellogg Superfund office and can be reached at 783-5781 and 

dan.smith@deq.idaho.gov. 
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